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The Christie Affair - Nina de Gramont 2.1.22
▸ A historical mystery based on the real-

life 11-day disappearance of the author 
in 1926 that transfixed the world

▸ Told from the point of view of 
Christie’s husband’s mistress, Nan 
O’Dea, after he announces he’s leaving 
Christie

▸ Two narratives: Christie and O’Dea

▸ Descriptive upper-class British world 
full of backbiting, intrigue, and secrets
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Jenny tinghui zhang - Four treasures of the sky 4.5.22
▸ Gorgeous historical fiction about a Chinese 

woman who was kidnapped and sent to 
America in 1880s despite Chinese Exclusion 
Act, to this date the only law that bans a 
specific set of people from immigrating to 
the U.S. 

▸ Must reinvent herself to survive, going from 
town to town in search of freedom and self-
identity.

▸ A heartbreaking story with uplift at the end. 

▸ Readalike for Min Jin Lee’s Pachinko 4



City on fire - don winslow 4.26.22
▸ A beautiful woman sparks a war 

between rival Italian and Irish crime 
families in Providence, Rhode Island, 
during the 1980s.

▸ Danny Ryan, scion of one of the 
families, must choose his destiny.

▸ A loose interpretation of the Trojan 
War. Operatic in style, immensely 
quotable, and compulsively readable, 
Winslow is master of cinematic style 
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Mercy street - jennifer haigh 2.1.22
▸ Ambitious novel centered on Claudia, a 

40ish single counselor at a women’s 
care clinic in the heart of Boston

▸ Deals with the alienation and isolation 
of modern world, full of people seeking 
truth and connection

▸ Literary fiction based on current 
issues, imminently discussable, 
perfect for book groups
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Under lock & skeleton key - gigi pandian 3.15.22
▸ First in new cozy mystery series involving 

magic, Indian food, houses with secret 
passages, and a charming heroine.

▸ Tempest is a fired magician who has to 
come back home.  Family runs a 
construction business focused on secret 
rooms/hidden staircases.

▸ A colleague is found dead in a hidden 
cabinet - was Tempest the real target?

▸ Locked-room mystery. Fun, delightful 
characters. 7



Jane Pek - the verifiers 2.22.22
▸ Claudia Lin works for a high-end dating 

service but switches to investigative 
mode after a client is found dead

▸ Locked-room mystery with an online 
21st Century twist 

▸ Lin is a second-generation immigrant 
with her own secrets with meddling, 
prying family 

▸ Breezy, whip-smart, crowd-pleasing, 
and surprising debut novel
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Kaiju preservation society - John Scalzi 3.15.22
▸ Jaime Gray loses job due to COVID lockdown 

and stumbles across a new gig that involves 
an alternate Earth researching (and taking 
care of of) giant nuclear monsters.

▸ Kaiju are under threat - from their own 
world, and from ours.

▸ Novel doesn’t have much plot - more 
concerned with sketching out world.

▸ Scalzi almost a sure thing in sci-fi.

▸ Breezy sciency fun. Light tone, warm 
characters; like a pop song. 
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Notes on an execution - danya kukafka 
1.25.22
▸ Perfect for the true-crime podcast fan 

in your life (if you’re already not one.)

▸ Portrait of a serial killer in Death Row 
told by the women in his life - mother, 
the sister of the killer’s wife, and the 
detective that caught him.

▸ Examines culture’s obsession with 
killers. Thought-provoking yet 
gripping.

▸ Powerful book-group-friendly pick.

10



Adele Myers - the tobacco wives 3.1.22
▸ Set in North Carolina in 1946, where a 

working-class young woman, Maddie, 
becomes a dressmaker for the wives 
of tobacco executives

▸ When Maddie discovers secrets that 
threaten the community’s own 
livelihood, how far can she go to 
expose corruption?

▸ Coming-of-age story among expensive 
balls, cocktail parties, gossipy boozy 
lunches, secrets, and lies.
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Sj bennett - all the queen’s men 3.1.22
▸ A follow-up to THE WINDSOR KNOT where 

amateur sleuth Queen Elizabeth II uses a 
group of dedicated and trusted staff to 
solve crimes.

▸ A missing gallery portrait quickly leads to 
murder. 

▸ An old-school cozy whodunnit filled with 
wit and charm set in the modern day.

▸ Perfect for fans of Richard Osman.  
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mANDY MCHUGH - CHLOE CATES IS MISSING 2.15.22
▸ Modern-day social media thriller where 13-

year-old YouTube Sensation Chloe Cates 
is, indeed, missing.

▸ Her overworked and increasingly 
desperate momager, Jennifer, becomes 
more and more frantic - and JUST might 
be a suspect herself

▸ Local Missing Persons detective realizes 
she has a surprising connection to the 
case.

▸ Gripping, timely, YA-friendly. 13



Box 88 - charles cumming 1.11.22
▸ Already a smash hit in the UK, 

Cumming’s novel is inviting 
comparisons to the best of the genre

▸ A super-secret spy is kidnapped and 
questioned about a friendship with an 
Irianian diplomat from 30 years ago

▸ Stories from 2020 and 1990 
interweave in this slick, gripping, 
inventive spy thriller

▸ When’s the last time you read a 
REALLY good spy novel, anyway? 14



Kate quinn - the diamond eye 3.29.22
▸ Another WW2-era epic from historical 

fiction doyenne Quinn who mixes fact and 
character in an intoxicating mix

▸ Story based on real-life Soviet soldier Mila 
Pavlichenko, former student and librarian, 
who became one of the Red Army’s most 
deadly snipers with over 300 kills. 

▸ Sent to the U.S. during the war to drum up 
support but falls into a sinister plot against 
FDR himself.
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Stacy willingham - a flicker in the dark 1.11.22
▸ An excellent debut thriller about a therapist 

whose own father was convicted of being a 
murderer.

▸ On the 20th anniversary of his 
imprisonment, one of her clients goes 
missing, then found dead. And then 
another. Her fiance is suspicious, her life 
begins to unravel.

▸ Narrator is unreliable. Prose is 
atmospheric

▸ Plenty of twists and turns. Perfect bedtime 
read. 
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Kai harris - what the fireflies knew 2.2.22
▸ Elegant coming-of-age story set in 1995.

▸ The narrator, KB, is a 11-year-old living in 
Detroit when her father does. Her family go 
to live with grandparents in Lansing.

▸ Atmospheric; slow and lazy summer days 
that hide secrets. Characters grow up, find 
their voices, struggle with the word around 
them

▸ Smart, engaging, precocious narrator, yet is 
still a child. Unique point of view. Secret 
Life of Bees realike 17



Peng shepherd - the cartographers 3.15.22
▸ Massively entertaining literary academic 

drama about the daughter of a murdered 
cartographer.

▸ People who own a certain map are found 
dead. Character unveils a group of secret 
cartographers who help her in her search.

▸ Game of cat and mouse with JUST a pinch 
of fantasy.

▸ Made for armchair sleuths with an old-
school feel. 

18



Brendan slocumb - the violin conspiracy 2.1.22
▸ Classical musician whose family heriloom 

is stolen and ransomed before a 
prestigious music competition

▸ Violin owned by grandmother is discovered 
to be a Stradivarius - but another family 
claims ownership. 

▸ Literary mystery set in the world of 
classical music with its odd obsessions -
reviewer found it similar to Queen’s Gambit
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Edward ashton - mickey7 2.15.22
▸ Smart, fun, innovative sci-fi similar in 

tone to Andy Weir’s THE MARTIAN

▸ On a terraforming planet, Mickey is an 
Expendable, doing jobs too dangerous 
for humans. New memories are 
downloaded to other units if killed. 

▸ Mickey7 must figure out how to survive 
if Mickey8 is around.

▸ Sciency, philosophical, vastly 
entertaining. 20



Ashley blooms - where i can’t follow 2.15.22
▸ Novel follows Maren Walker, struggling to get 

by in a small Kentucky community. 

▸ Each member of community has the ability 
to find magic portals unique to them. 

▸ Maren’s mom went through one and 
disappeared long ago. Maren finds one. Will 
she take it?

▸ Accurate picture of life in Appalachia -
despite premise seems true-to-life with 
richly observed characters.
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Rebecca serle - one italian summer 3.1.22
▸ Katy and her mother Carol have planned on 

a mother-daughter trip to Italy’s Amalfi 
Coast, where Carol spent a summer before 
meeting Katy’s dad.

▸ Carol does in a tragic accident; Katy takes 
the trip alone, hoping to help herself heal.

▸ While there, she meets Carol - but decades 
younger. Over one summer, she gets to 
know a different side of her mother.

▸ Emotional, heartwarming, magical journey.
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